~ PRINCIPAL

Welcome

Welcome to 2009 at Heathmont College. At the time of
writing this article many families and communities in
our State are facing very tragic and traumatic
circumstances due to the bushfires over the past
weekend. You will receive a notice home outlining the
activities we will be organising at school to financially
support these families in great need. | believe our
students, staff and college families will support the
Bush Fire Appeal in any manner they are able to.

New Staff

As | noted at the end of last year, a number of staff had
left the college to take positions in other state or
independent schools. We welcome the following new
staff to the college.

English /SOSE:
Ms Gillard, Mr Steen, Ms Herrera and Mr Bedson

PE/Health/Psychology:
Ms Sellers, Ms Manning, Mr Waterman, Ms Woods and
Mr A Wright

Arts / Technology:
Ms Bush, Mr Buszko

Maths / Science:
Ms Huysing, Ms McDonald, Mr Cowrie, Ms Yun and
Mr Willems

Music:
Ms Rossier and Ms Eastwood

On behalf of the College | welcome these new staff to
Heathmont and look forward to their participation and
contribution over 2009 and into the future. At present
we are finalising Mr Dodd*"

Sub School Leadership
At each of the three sub schools the following staff are
in leadership positions:

Senior School

Head of Senior School - Mr Meadows

Year 11/12 Coordinators - Ms. Luneman and

Ms Manning

Year 10 Coordinators — Mr Ferrier and Ms Hargreaves

Middle School
Head of Middle School — Ms Rienits
Year 9 Coordinators — Mr Hewitt and Mr Wright

Junior School
Head of Junior School — Ms Svarcs
Learning Circle Coordinators — Ms Corr, Ms
Christodoulou, Mr Canterford and Mr Adamakis
On behalf of the College | wish to thank these staff for
their leadership of our students over 2009.

Dorothy Henwood
College Principal
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~ IMPORTANT DATES~

FEBRUARY

13 Friday Year 12 Study Skills Day
18 Wednesday College Swimming Carnival

19 Thursday Student Photos: Years 7 - 12
Malaysian Tour - Info Night 7.30pm

23 Monday Sport: Senior

24 Tuesday College Council Meeting 7.30pm

Excursion: 10V & 12V - Forest Hill SC
25 Wednesday Excursion: Year 9 A-D City Experience
Year7 Parent Information Night 7.15pm
MARCH
3 Tuesday Immunisation: Years 7 & 10
4 Wednesday Excursion: Year 9 A-D City Experience
9 Monday Holiday: Labour Day
11 Wednesday Excursion: Year 9 A-D City Experience
16 Monday Sport: Intermediate
18 Wednesday Excursion: Year 9 A-D City Experience
24 Tuesday College Athletics Camival
College Council Meeting 7.30pm
25 Wednesday Excursion: Year 9 A-D City Experience

27 Friday Sport: Year 7
APRIL
1 Wednesday Sport: Year 8
3 Friday College Cross Country
End of Term 1 - Students Dismissed at
3.00pm

Term 1 Reports Mailed home to Parents

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE

If you are the holder of a current Centrelink Pensioner
Concessions Card or Health Care Benefit Card and
have not yet completed a claim form for 2009, please

visit the General Office to complete the application by
Friday 20 February. Applications received after this
date cannot be processed for Semester 1.

Sharyn Wilson
Business Manager

UNIFORM SHOP
The uniform shop is
Tuesday 2.307 5.00 Thursday 12.007 2.00

IMPORTANT REMINDER

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence

Line before 9:00am if their student is to be away due
to iliness or for any other reason. Thank you for your
ongoing cooperation in this matter.

W www.heathmont.vic.edu.au



L NEWS Welcome to the new Heathmont College Junior School! In order to

R—SQ‘H AR look after our youngest students we have established a Junior
Subschool for Year 7s and Year 8s only. The Junior School Team is

located in the new Junior School Office in G7. The Coordinators are

, Marquita Corr (7A, 7B, 8A, 8B), Haroula Christodoulou (7C, 7D, 8C, 8D), George Adamakis and Matthew

Canterford (7E, 7F, 7G, 8E, 8F, 8G). Alison Richards is responsible for Transition, Eleonor Wolske is the Assistant and

llze Svarcs is the Head of Junior School. We are all looking forward to a productive year.

It has been a fabulous start to the year in Junior School. It was a real pleasure to see the Year 7°s and Year 8 arrive
at school in full, neat uniform ready for a new year of learning. Please note that we are still having an issue with shoes.
Plain black leather lace up school shoes (hot suede) are required. Girls may wear T-bars, but they must be buckled.
The fashion to walk around with unbuckled shoes is unsafe and unacceptable. Parents please support the College by
having broken buckles repaired or replaced.

Acceptable shoes for all girls 2009

The Year 7 camp was a major hlghllght Experienced staff sald that they had never been to a better camp: the facilities
were excellent, the food was healthy and plentiful and the staff and students were enthusiastic and friendly. | was
particularly impressed with the large number of specialist staff available to our students for the resort's adventure
activities which included surfing, high ropes, high swing, raft making and canoeing. Thanks you to all involved and in
particular to Ms Richards who put in hours of work during the holidays to ensure a successful event.

Parents of Year 7 students are invited to the Information Night on Wednesday 25 February at 7.15pm in the new Year
9 Centre at the front of the College. We will explain College expectations, processes and llze Svarcs
opportunities as well as have a slide show of the Year 7 camp. Head of Junior School

Bayswater Bus
There are currently seven free spaces available on the Bayswater Bus for Heathmont Students who need to travel past
Bayswater Secondary College. For any students wishing to obtain one of these spaces, we ask that you submit a brief
letter expressing your interest and your current address, to the Jill English at the College Office by Monday 16 February.

Welcome to 2009. Teachers and students at Year 9 welcome the
opening of our new Learning Centre and look forward to an exciting
year of student engagement in learning. The Centre is being used
primarily for the 190 students at Year 9 in both their elective program and
their HIPE@9 rotation. This space will be a great asset to the College for parent and co-curricula programs. As
Head of Middle School | am most fortunate to be leading a team of dedicated staff at year 9 and have great confidence
that we can deliver an exciting and relevant program to our Middle Years students.

Co-ordination Team
Mr Dean Hewitt and Mr Andrew Wright are our Co-ordinators for year 9
Mr Marc Wright is HIPE@9 Team Leader.

Students have been allocated to classes and elective groups for the year and any concerns related to this aspect of
Year 9 should be directed to Ms Rienits by letter or direct contact. Below is a brief outline of the program offered to all
Year 9 Students.

Hi-PE@9

Program Team
Ms Tate, Mr Wright, Ms Rienits, Mrs Barton, Ms Sellers, Mr Hewitt, Ms Austin

Program Focus.
1. Greater personal connectedness to what is being taught —choice
2. That the | earning is relevant to the students
3. Students are offered a greater variety in the methods of delivery of work in the classroom
4. To learn effectively, a student needs to be engaged fully in what he or she is doing

What are the OBJECTIVES of the Program?
1 To provide students with skills for life
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f To provide a program that 1is
learning
What is the structure for the Year 9 program for 2008?
1 Half year in HIPE@9 (24 periods a cycle) and Elective Program (16 periods a cycle)
1 Half year of core subjects (24 periods) and Elective program (16 periods)

student c egibility ferd ”

Year 9 A-D will be in the Program Term 1 and T e r m “Bear 9.E-H will be in the program Term 2 and Term 4

What SUBJECTS are we doing?

1 Pastoral Team i Individual skill building and goal setting

1 Big Question i Issues facing students in the 21% century — Sustainability

1 Number Matters i Applied Maths — basic use of Maths in daily life and applied to real life situations and the
chosen Theme or Focus for the rotation — 155 Water management

1 Literacy Matters i Forms of communication — writing, reading, listening, debating & opinions. A focus on
learning to write in a variety of forms — essay, reports, persuasive, analytical - 155 Water management

1 Healthy Living 7 Nutrition, risk taking, mental health, physical challenges, improving relationships, (Personal
development)

1 Community connections i Establishing effective learning teams and learning communities, volunteering,
establishing links with local community groups - Bushfire Relief Appeal

1 Passport sessions 1 Based on the needs of students to improve skills in literacy, numeracy, IT.etc This
component is the core part of our homework program

Homework- Students have at least one major task to complete on a weekly basis through the passport. Every student
has a copy of the document and will be required to submit tasks on a regular basis to their pastoral teacher.

Mandy Rienits
Head of Middle School

Rs What Is Pathways News About?
A.R_E. S It is about keeping students and their parents/guardians informed,
> about encouraging them to think about what options are available during

the senior school years and also for after school completion, about helping to

>~ make informed decisions. What courses are available? What careers suit specific individuals? Where is information

available? This section will be providing informat i on about Open Days at Univers

Seminars, Information Evenings and so on. VCE will keep students busy, but they need to spend time thinking about

the future as well.

After School i Then What?

The choices are numerous — Apprenticeship? Pre-apprenticeship? TAFE? University? Traineeship? Defence Forces?
GAP year? To help make decisions you need to think about what interests you most. What are you good at? What
school subjects do you enjoy? What is important to you? Answer these questions and you will be well on the way to
making suitable career choices. Remember, there isn"t
you. Remember, too, that you are not planning your entire working life; you are likely to have several careers in your
lifetime. Think perhaps up to five years ahead.

Year 10 Work experience (Last Week Term 2 June 15" i 26™)

I will be visiting all Year 10 classes over the next week. | have asked students to complete the green form that will
provide student details (phone number etc) and some details of where work experience will take place. Please note that
the green form is preparatory work and it is not the official contract that needs to be signed by Employers, Principal
and Parents. This form will be generated electronically at a later date — please encourage your son or daughter to have
the form returned to me by the 18™ March at the absolute latest. Congratulations to the many students who have
already done this. Please remember that Heathmont College is not the only school with a work experience program at
this time and that the later students leave the organisation the more difficult it will be to find a placement. At the end of
2008 all Year 9 students were expected to complete the compulsory on-line training for this program. At this time
students were provided with a Work Experience Guidelines Booklet, any students who did not attend school at this time
were provided with the booklet in the envelope containing their reports. Parents/Guardians and students are strongly
advised to read this information and make use of the tips and sample letter and resume included. Students who have
not completed the on-line training will need to do so early this year.

It is essential to ensure that all paperwork for this program is done in a timely manner as students cannot legally be
permitted to participate in the program if this is not done.

| will be working mainly with students in Years 10 -12 and later in the year will be working with the Year 9 students. |
encourage students and parents to make contact throughout the year. | have an open door policy and will gladly help
any student or parent who is seeking advice on careers. Feel free to contact me on 9871 4858 or preferably by email
on lopez.linda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au. Most newsletters throughout the year will contain information on career options
around the state as well matters that are directly related to Heathmont College. | strongly urge students to keep an eye
on the Careers Notice Board outside the Senior School Office. Linda Lopez

Pathways Coordinator
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Welcome to the Year 7 students!

Our Year 7 students have settled into secondary school and
Heathmont College very well. They have demonstrated excellent
behaviour from the first day, with their attentiveness at the first assembly
and in classes and on their three days at camp.

The Year 7 teachers who attended camp were impressed with so many students challenging themselves on the
activities, their teamwork skills and with their eahdoor
the bus ensured meal times and bus trips were pleasant for everyone. The College received a number of compliments
from the Phillip Island camp staff about their attitude, so well done to everyone for an enjoyable camp. Thank you very
much to the wonderful staff who attended, for the time and care they gave to ensure camp ran smoothly.

Some comments from students:
| went to the beach. It was great finding crabs and smashing in the waves. | slept great last night, like a baby.
In the morning first up | had surfing. It was great putting on the wetsuits and diving right into the water with
my surfboard on my side. | caught some great waves back to the beach. | helped out as much as | could. |
feel it has been great spending time here and getting to know more people. Danyon, 7D

The flying fox was 10 metres. | was very scared but | promised myself that on this camp | would conquer my
fear of heights and | did! It was a heap of fun. At this point camp is turning out better than | expected it to be
— the staff are lovely, the students are loving every minute of it and a lot of the teachers are joining in the
activities. Camp was great and a magnificent experience for all the year 7s to meet and bond with new
people. Jamie, 7D

I would like to say thank you to all the teachers for taking us to Phillip Island and getting to find more friends
and to have fun on all of the activities. Bianca, 7C

We played indoor games, which were so much fun, then had supper and went to bed. For lunch on Thursday
we had baked potatoes with cheese and bacon and it was yummy. Our last activity was raft making and it
was hard to make and we ended up sinking but it was really fun. Sammy, 7D

Surfing was so awesome because | stood up a couple of times, though the wetsuits felt funny. Holly, 7D

The giant swing was so fun. All my friends from other groups said they could hear me screaming. | had a
really fun day. | did the hard course on the high ropes; it was really, really scary. Zoe, 7C
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Upcoming transition events:

Information evening for Year 7 parents and Orientation Camp reunion: Wednesday February 25 at 7.15 in the Year 9
centre. The information session will begin at 7.30. You will receive an invitation from your child soon. This evening is
an opportunity for parents to receive further information about Year 7 and ask any questions. There will also be a slide
show and stories from students about camp, so come along and see yourself surfing, on the high ropes or rafting and
show your parents how great camp was! It will soon be time for students to nominate for the prestigious position of
Year 7 Ambassador. This is a very responsible leadership position, representing Heathmont College at various events
over the year. Details will be available soon about application forms and training sessions. | look forward to working
with the Year 7s this year and encourage them to continue to show their great teamwork and participation skills in the

many opportunities the college offers. . .
YOPP g Alison Richards

Transition Coordinator




It was very pleasing to hear Heathmont College being discussed on
ABC radio on the Saturday morning program at the start of term. Our
students and parents are our best ambassadors for the College, so it was
wonderful to listen to one of our parents speaking enthusiastically about the

transition program for our Year 7 " s . We | ove to hear how our
Community and encourage you to let us know what is working well and how we can improve.

Alison Richards
Transition Coordinator

'I\'I'i-pE@gRe port

Year 9 Learning Centre — As many of you may be aware the school has now opened the new Yr 9 Learning Centre. This
is a fabulous space and has provided our Yr 9 students with an area that they can now go to for many of their classes and
extra curricular activities. It is still to have the full set of resources added (computers, storage facilities and furniture) but is
already providing us with a space to allow us to run a more creative and demanding program for our Year 9 students.
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students, staff and parents who contributed to the appeal.
B = \ ! Between the HIPE@9 fund raising ($523) and direct contributions
. we were able to pass on 10 moving boxes full of food and other
house hold needs. Well done Yr9 2008.

1 4 e LN 4 City Experience — The highly successful City Experience is
— A running again this year. In previous years we have taken all year
£ — = nine students into the CBD to experience what it feels like to
- commut e t o t he city and trav
o environments. As usual we will run trips to both educational and
entertainment venues such as Eureka Tower, MCG and The
Aquarium. However this year we will be using one day a week
across five weeks, starting on Feb 25" for 9A-D (9E-G will be in
term 2).

vv# - - Wesley City Mission Food Appeal — A big thank you to all
x‘
=

Students will shortly receive a permission form. It is very important that the information is carefully checked and the
permission forms returned by the due date. If you have any questions please feel free to call the school and contact either

Marc Wright
HIPE Program Manager

Singing Lessons

This year in the music department, we have seen the addition of a Singing
teacher. The places for Singing lessons are limited, but if your child is
interested, then they should see me for an application form. The number of

~  Students that we can accept is limited, which may mean that we will have to audition students. The cost for singing
lessons is $100 for the year, but all students will also have to be part of the College Choir that will be rehearsing every
Monday after School.

Year 7 Students

While we have many Year 7 Students who have taken up positions on various instruments, there are some places still
available. If your child is interested in playing a musical instrument, please fill in a Year 7 Music Application form, which is
available at the office. Please return these as to the office ASAP, as lessons are starting this coming week. Band for Year
7 Students will be on a Thursdays after school.

Band Rehearsals
Senior Concert Band, which is for all Year 8 — 12 students, will be on a Tuesday night from 3.00 - 4:30pm. It is essential
that all students attend if they are receiving lessons at school.

VCE Classroom Music

This year in Music, | have set up a Wiki space where students can complete work, and look at what work needs to be
completed. If your child misses a class, or if you would like to see what we are doing, please visit the following URL.
http://heathmontmusic.wikispaces.com/

Concert Dates - The following is a list of some of the dates for the year for your diaries.

VCE Assessment Night (SAC) - 4 June 2009 Soiree Night - 12 August 2009

Music Extravaganza - 17 June 2009 Spring Outdoor Concert - 25 November 2009 Gavin Ferrier
Director of Music
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In 2009 the MEC is continuing to work collaboratively to
improve the educational outcomes for all coalition
students. The following schools form the Maroondah The MEC Senior School Provision Group has

Maroondah Education Coalition
Newsletter Article No. 1 February 2009

LEADING & TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

Year 12 Educational Seminar - February 13"

Education Coalition (MEC). organised an all day educational seminar for Year 12
T Croydon Community School coalition students. This event is to be held at Swinburne
1 Croydon SC University — Lilydale campus and i't will proyide an
1 Heathmont College opportunity for stu.dents tq focus on thelr forthcoming VCE
1 Maroondah SC year through a variety of different sessions.
1 Norwood SC Some of the sessions include:
1 Parkwood SC T ., The Real World" for VCA
1 Ringwood SC Mind Mapping

1

I Study Sensei

1  Working Smart

1 Motivation with John Carnegie

Year 12 Parent & Student Information

On the day, 360 coalition teachers participated in sessions : : : _
based on the t hExoekbence iR Leamiogt nght with Michael Carr Greg

and Teaching". Once again in 2009 parents and students will have the
By working together we were able to provide high quality — opportunity to listen to well known psychologist Michael
speakers who presented on relevant educational topics. Carr-Gr e g g on t he topic of "

Term 1 Activities
MEC Curriculum Day - January 30"

Presenters and topics included: participants have recommended that future VCE students
Derek Wenmoth and parents should attend this presentation. Information
Keynote — ICT and the Future of Learning & Using Wikis relating to this event has been given to all Year 12 students.
to support learning after class Date: February 25"

Marcia Behrenbruch
Enquiry Based Learning

Bronwyn Harcourt

Venue: Deakin University — Burwood Campus (Lecture
theatre) Melways Map 61

Building Relationships with Challenging Students — Time: 7.15 for a 7.30 pm start

Practical How To & Why Tips Parking: Ample parking on site

Larissa McLean Davies . . .

Literacy across the curriculum Values in Action Schools Project (VASP)
Greg Gebh_art _ The MEC was one of the two Victorian clusters who
Having fun in the classroom with Web 2.0 obtained funding for the federally funded Values in Action
Welcome to the World of Google Schools Project.

The MEC project is titled, 6 F o s t Toleranaegand Respect
for Cultural Diversity throu

Students will be involved in activities that promote their

personal growth as well as fostering appropriate community

values. The work will be underpinned by a professional

learning program on , Emoti onal I nt e
and parents.

Lyn McGoldrick - MEC Lead Learner

Maths Help

For Year 7 and 8 students, Maths Help commences Wednesday 11" February 2009. This is held during lunch from 1.05 -
1.35 pm in room G3. Students seeking help with their maths homewaork or are having difficulties are advised to inform Mr.

D“Silva (at the G block staffroom) in advanc
Sunday 15 February 2009 — Jubilee Park Oval No. 2,

t Wellbeing
Greenwood Ave Ringwood — 10.00am — 12.00noon

For more information contact Rick George 0409 078 782

Ringwood Junior Football Club 2009 Registration Day

EACH 1 Youth Dental Program

AdolescentsinYears9-12 who hol d, or who"s parents hol d, a aradligbkk H
for a free dental examination and treatment at Eastern Access Community Health Dental Clinic, 124 Mount Dandenong
Road Ringwood East — Please call 9259 4900




