
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

School Council Elections 2009 
At the conclusion of the School Council election process 
we welcome the following new parents as new 
councillors to the Heathmont College School Council: 
Steve Goldsmith (Rebecca Yr 9) and Brian Niven 
(Duncan Yr 7).  We welcome back the following 
returning council members who were renominated and 
duly elected:  Simon Green (Damon Yr 9), Deb Gleisner 
(Chris Yr 12) and Gary Colthup (Rhys & Leigh Yr 9).  
For 2009 the School Council is as follows:  
Parent members 
President - Simon Green 
Vice President ï Deb Gleisner 
Gary Colthup, Steve Goldsmith, Jane Agius (Tyler Yr 8), 
Abigail Carr (Samantha Yr 7 & Jacob Yr 8) 
Community member ï Brian Niven 
Staff members 
Jill English, Sharyn Wilson, Michael Fitzgerald, Gavin 
Ferrier, Dorothy Henwood (Executive Officer) 
On behalf of the College I would like to thank Ian Knox 
who is retiring from Council this year.  I would also like 
to thank the parents and staff who meet every fourth 
Tuesday of the month in order to oversee the business 
of the College. 
 

Payments for excursions, school activities etc. 
In order to allow the office staff to complete the 
processes required for the collection of money for 
excursions, sport and other college activities, it is 
necessary to have all money and forms returned in a 
timely manner. It has come to my attention that this is 
not generally the case, many students pay for activities 
after the final date has been set. This unfortunately 
leads to difficulties in making a judgement to run an 
excursion as they need sufficient numbers of students to 
make it viable, and to hire buses for a set amount of 
students to use. In short it can become stressful for both 
the classroom teacher and the office staff trying to 
finalise an activity. Please Note: As from the beginning 
of Term 2, all forms and money required for the various 
activities at the College MUST be in at the General 
Office on or before the final due date. Part of our job is 
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Dorothy Henwood 
College Principal 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

Parents are requested to ring the College Absence 
Line before 9:00am if their student is to be LATE or 
AWAY due to illness or for any other reason.  Thank 

you for your ongoing cooperation in this matter. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

The uniform shop is open é 

Tuesday 2.30 ï 5.00 Thursday 12.00 ï 2.00 

to assist students with their planning and taking 
responsibilities for their actions. By setting deadlines 
and keeping to them, this assists the students to be 
better organised and responsible. 
 

Newsletter Reminder  
Next term the newsletter will be delivered by email as 
well as placed on the College website (as it has been 
for a number of years). Please ensure you have 
supplied us with an email address for delivery. A limited 
amount of hardcopies will be available from the 
General Office for those parents who have contacted 
us requiring a hard copy. 
 

On behalf of the staff I wish all our College members a 
safe and relaxing holiday and look forward to a busy 
Term 2. 
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As the weather is cooling we are seeing some students coming to 
school wearing non uniform items with the excuse ñItôs coldò.  

Parents please ensure all students are supplied with a woollen school 
jumper and a school jacket to get through the coming winter. Any extra  

items must be under the uniform and must not be able to be seen. Hoodies 
are not part of the uniform and are not to be worn. Any family which is experiencing difficulty with purchasing the 
uniform please contact the Business Manager or the Wellbeing Office to organise support.  

 

The Year 7 students and teachers are gearing up for the upcoming Year 7 Celebration 
Evening. This evening is designed to showcase what the students have been learning as 
well as give parents the opportunity to meet teachers.  All year 7 families are encouraged 
to attend.  
 

We are proud of Year 8 student Cameron Poynterôs sporting success.  Please see the 
interview written by his classmates below and let me know of the special achievements of 
our great students so we can all celebrate their successes! 
 

Cameron Poynter's soccer success 
Cameron, in 8G, has been playing in Super League Soccer for some years now. This is 
the highest level in the state for his age. He plays all over Victoria, the furthest he goes to 
play is Mildura which is on the edge of Victoria. He plays for Croydon Arrows and Eastern 
FC. Cameron has been selected to try out for the Victorian U14 team. Cameron hopes to 
be professional soccer player when he is older and play for Manchester United.  

Jack Peddie, Jake Davis 8G 
 

Ilze Svarcs 
Head of Junior School 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Congratulations to the Year 7 students listed below who have 
been selected as Ambassadors for 2009.  

These students attended the leadership training afternoon and 
impressed everyone with their enthusiasm and mature and respectful  

manner. Ms Henwood, the College Principal, Ms English, the Assistant Principal 
and Ms Svarcs, Head of Junior School spoke to the students about the importance of the position of Ambassador.  

They expressed how pleased they were to meet these students who were so keen to take on the responsibility of 
representing Heathmont College.  The Ambassadors understand that to remain in this leadership position for the year 
they must continue to be exemplary students; in the classroom, in the yard and when travelling to and from school.  
They will soon be receiving their badges.  Congratulations also to the following Year 8 Ambassadors who worked so 
well with the Year 7 students. They were excellent role models.  Year 8 students: Catherine Choueiri 8A, Caitlin Allen 
8A, Jayden Rattle 8B, Meagan Nuestro 8C and Josh Alexander 8E. 
 
Year 7 Ambassadors 2009 
7A   7B   7C   7D   7E 
Alexandra Healey Valerie Agcaoili  Samantha Carr  Kate Blakemore  Renee Conway 
Jason Lin  Brittany Eilersen Megan Haycroft  Nicholas Bowers Katie Duncan 
Campbell Mayne Takara Haggar-Pollard Natalie Ozella  Jamie Cairns  Molly Grunwald 
Natalie Stirling  Caitlyn Harwood Nathan Rocco  Laura Fremlin 
Long Suy  Katherine Knapman Zoe Ward  Darcy Hawken  7F 
   Laura Palicka     Hayden Oakley  Kara Ibbotson 
7G         Sam Tippet 
Laura Beecher 
Hayley Benedict 
Ethan Hawke 
Jilly MacDonald 
Emily Oswald 
Emma Tournier 
 
Thank you also to those 
students who participated  
in the training but have not  
been able to be included in  
the Ambassador program.  
They will be given the  
opportunity to be involved  
in transition events and use  
the experience they gained  
in the training session. 
 
See you for Celebration Night on Monday March 30 at 7.30. The Year 7 students are 
looking forward to showing parents their class work and home rooms. 
 

Alison Richards 
Head of Transition 

 



 

 

Year 10 Work experience: Congratulations to the many 
students have completed their Work Experience arrangements.   

Those who have yet to make or finalise arrangements are reminded 
that time is getting away.  Parents/Guardians please help your students to  

organise their Work Experience placements as soon as possible.  Please donôt 
hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have. 

 

Age Careers Expo: Year 11 students are reminded to organise payment for the excursion to this Expo.  There will be 
a vast amount of information available on many diverse career opportunities for students.  Students who do not meet 
the deadline will not be able to attend. 
 

Year 12 Interviews are being conducted presently ï Parents/Guardians please speak to your students about the 
information discussed. 
 

Accounting Cadetships: Some accounting firms offer cadet/trainee programs, where students study and work while 
gaining a university degree - a great way for ambitious students to get a head-start.  Some examples: 

¶ Ernst & Young offers cadetships to those who may be studying Yr 12 accounting and other business subjects; 
applications open: 4 May; close: 17 June; See: www.ey.com.au/careers - go to Careers then students, for 
info/applications.  

¶ PricewaterhouseCoopers offers a similar program; applications open on 4 May and close on 19 June 
(www.pwc.com/au/careers - go to Students, Traineeship program).  

 

Werribee Open Range Zoo Career Days: There are still a number of opportunities for students to take advantage of 
this opportunity over various dates.  Information is available from the Careers Office or noticeboard ï or contact 03 
9731 9635, www.zoo.org.au/learning 
 

Careers Online: This site has heaps of information about different career interest areas, job seeking, finding a career 
that will suit your interests and abilities and employment opportunities. You can learn how to write a resume, undertake 
a career interest test and get job interview tips. Go to www.careersonline.com.au to start exploring! 
 

Alternative Careers Expo ï Do naturopathy, massage, kinesiology or homeopathy interest you? What about circus, 
tattooing & piercing, martial arts, fitness, golf, costume making? This Expo is for you! When: 1pm-7pm, Tues 31 Mar; 
Where: EVôs Youth Centre, Mt Dandenong Rd, Croydon (Mel 50 J4); Info: Hayley.wallace@eiep.org. Posters up on 
Careers Noticeboard. 
 

The University of Melbourne is holding the óAccess All Areasô program. The day-long program includes the 
Melbourne Model, sessions covering how to get into Melbourne, transition, and campus tours. When: Fri 17 April; Who: 
Year 10-12 students/parents; Cost: Free; Registration (essential) at www.futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/events/vic/.   
 

La Trobe University (Melb) is offering óTalk and Tourô for Yr 10-12s wanting to see the campus/facilities, explore 
courses, meet faculty repôs. When: 9.30am-12noon, 7 April (optional afternoon activities); Where: Glenn College, 
Plenty Rd, Bundoora; Info: 1300 135 045; Bookings (essential): www.latrobe.edu.au/study/events/talk-and-tour-2009.    
 

Students wishing to study a Medical related course in 2010 may need to sit the Undergraduate Medicine & 
Health Sciences Admission Test (UMAT). This is used in the selection of students for certain Australian degrees; 
e.g. Selection of students to study medicine at Monash Uni. involves a combination of ENTER, UMAT and interview; 
pharmacy and physiotherapy at Monash use the ENTER and UMAT. The UMAT test date for 2009 is 29 July; 
registrations open in April. The UMAT Information Booklet will be available ONLY on line in late March. In the 
meantime, the UMAT 2008 Information Booklet and other information available at http://umatweb.acer.edu.au. NOTE: 
Some University of Melbourne courses which required the UMAT no longer do so as they are post-graduate entry 
under the óMelbourne Modelô (dentistry, medicine optometry, physiotherapy). The Bachelor of Oral Health still uses the 
UMAT. Consider applying interstate to increase your chances of securing a place in these competitive courses. 
 

Reminders>>>>>Coming Soon 
ü Forensic Medicine: Career info. session at Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine, 57-63 Kavanagh St, Southbank; 

12.30-4pm, 6 April; www.vifm.org.  
 

I urge students to read the Careers Noticeboard as well as the Pathways News posted on the College Intranet each 
fortnight.  I continue to encourage students and parents to make contact throughout the year. I will gladly help any 
student or parent who is seeking advice on careers.  Feel free to contact me on 9871 4858 or preferably by email on 
lopez.linda.a@edumail.vic.gov.au.  Most newsletters throughout the year will contain information on career options 
around the state as well matters that are directly related to Heathmont College.  I strongly urge students to keep an eye 
on the Careers Notice Board outside the Senior School Office. Linda Lopez 

Pathways Coordinator 
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La Trobe University Chemistry Excursion. 
 

Mondayôs class was a little different for the year 12 chemistry 
students, as they went to La Trobe Universityôs chemistry department  

instead. The students were able to see instruments that can be used to test 
the amount of zinc oxide in sunscreen and caffeine in ñRed Bullò.  As can be seen from the photos the students 
were able to have hands on experience of equipment they will be asked questions about on their mid-year exam.  

 

 

Ashleigh is using an Atomic 
Absorption Spectrometer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and Cameron looking at a Gas Chromatograph 
 

Julie McDonald 
Chemistry Teacher 

  

  

  

  

  

  

An important change to Wednesday and Friday Period 4 
study periods. 

 
Productive study equals improved student results. 

The Senior Students have made a promising start to the year as we near 
the end of Term 1.  In saying this there is one important change the majority of students can make to improve  

their academic performance for the rest of 2009.  In each student diary (page V) there is a guide to the amount of study 
that should be undertaken each week.  In summary it suggests that Year 10 students do about an hour and 10 minutes 
per subject per week.  Year 11 Students should complete about 2 and half hours per subject per week.  Year 12 
Students approximately 4 hours per week per subject. 
 

In regards to Year 11 and 12 students, if they use their study periods at school wisely they can include this as part of 
their hours of weekly study.  Period 4 on Wednesdays and Fridays are part of the normal school day, but we currently 
allow students to go home to study at 1.00pm on these two days.   
 

However it has come to the attention of the Senior School that a number of students are behind in their studies and as 
a result we are rescinding the privilege of home study on Wednesdays and Fridays for these students.  Last week all 
VCE teachers provided a list of Year 11 and 12 Students who have not completed all of their school work.   
 

The students who are behind in their work will stay at school period 4 Wednesdays and Fridays until all their 
work is up to date and up to a VCE standard.   
 

This process will continue for the rest of the year.  Each week VCE teachers will advise the Senior School of those 
students who have not completed work and those students will remain at school as outlined above.  The Senior School 
asks for parents support with this change, which will support student learning and improve their VCE results. 
 

On Wednesday April 1 all Year 12 Students (with the exception of VET students) are required to be at school period 4 
for a study skills session that is designed to assist Year 12 Students with their study during the term break. 
 

June examinations and GAT timetable 
 

Note all that all VCE students are required to sit the GAT, including Year 10 students undertaking a Unit 3 subject. 
Each examination commences with a 15 minute reading period which is included in the times shown in the timetable.  
 

Tuesday 
9 June 

9:00 am ï 
10:45 am 
Biology 
Exam 1 

11:45 am ï 
1:30 pm 
Physics 
Exam 1 

2:45 pm ï 
4:30 pm 
Accounting Exam 1 

Wednesday 
10 June 

9:00 am ï 
10:45 am 
Psychology Exam 1 

11:45 am ï 
1:30 pm 
Chemistry 
Exam 1 

2:45 pm ï 
4:30 pm 
Environmental Science 
Exam 1 

Thursday 
11 June 

10:00 am ï 1:15 pm 
General Achievement Test (GAT) 

  

 
 

Michael Meadows 
Head of Senior School 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

Police Visit to Heathmont 
 

Senior Constable Stuart Sorrell from the Ringwood Police Station gave 
the Year 11 Legal Studies students a talk on police work in the Ringwood  

area.  Stuart covered areas such as police powers, legal processes, what happens in the Ringwood lockup, typical 
police duties and many other areas.  The students are currently studying many of these areas so his visit was timely 
and very interesting. 

 
Legal Studies students Ashley and Emma with Senior Constable Sorrell 

 

Tony Devereux 
Legal Studies Teacher 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The Heathmont intermediate boys cricket team has won the 
district title with three commanding victories against neighbouring  

schools. To name one or two standout players is unfair on the group as 
all the boys have stood up at various moments with our batting talents  

running long into the order, our bowling consistently tight and our fielding top 
notch (ask Mitch White or Hayden Schroeder about their catches or Dylan Barker about his pick up and direct hit 
run out). We now move onto Eastern Zone competition when Cricket season kicks off again in October. 

 

Game 1: Heathmont 5/105 (Hayden Schroeder 50ret, Jarryd Brewer 16no) def Norwood 9/86 (Dayne Swincer 3/6) 
Game 2: Heathmont 5/130 (Mitch White 58ret, Dayne Swincer 21) def Ringwood 6/79  
Game 3: Heathmont 5/175 (Rhys Beyer 50ret, Sean Carlos 25, Dale Ingleton 21no, Jake Westerman 20, Hayden 
Schroeder 15) def Maroondah 6/127 (Mitch White 3/21, Mitch Tamperline 2/33) 
 

Andrew Wright 
Year 9 Coordinator 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Class captains for 2009. 
The following students have been elected to 

represent their Home Group! 
 

Maya Mulhall 
Student Leadership Coordinator 

    

    

    

    

YEAR SEVEN  
Long Suy ï 7A 

Ryan Malmborg ï 7B 

Kaiyesha Kawiti ï 7C 

Danyon Smith - 7D 

Dylan Armstrong ï 7E 

Alex Barkerï 7F 

Harley Collins ï 7G 

 

YEAR EIGHT  

Mahya Rashidi Sianï 8A 

Ben Neve ï 8B 

Meagan Nuestro ï 8C 

Jacob Carr ï 8D 

Josh Alexander ï 8E 

Zoe Jackson ï 8F 

Jack Peddie ï 8G 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Update on Term 1 Activities 
Year 12 Parent & Student Night 
with Michael Carr ï Gregg 
This night was again a very 
informative evening with practical 
advice given to both parents and 
students for óSurviving the VCEô. 

 
 
Some parent quotes: 

¶ To the point and entertaining  

¶ Presentation was useful, informative & encouraging 

¶ Helped prioritise what was important in young peoplesô 
lives 

¶ Helped to have my concerns addressed and allowed my 
son to hear my perspective from an expert 

 
Some student quotes: 

¶ So much help ï made me think about my sleep and 
study patterns 

¶ His humour and ideas were good 

¶ Top bloke! 
 

 
Explore the Michael Carr-Gregg website  
www.michaelcarr-gregg.com.au 
 
 

Values in Action Schools Project (VASP) 
In 2008 the MEC gained funding to deliver a national 
project on Values Education. Maroondah SC, Parkwood 
SC and Ringwood SC members, local community group 
representatives and VASP project advisors will participate 
in joint events during the year. 
 
Project Snapshot:    
Within our local school and wider community there is a 
growing need to develop student awareness and 
understanding of cultural diversity and to implement 
specific strategies that build positive relationships between 
members of different cultures.  
 
Through classroom and co-curricular activities our cluster 
of schools will investigate the values that are important for 
developing a connected and inclusive community.  
 
The project will also incorporate a pilot program for 
students, teachers and parents linking emotional   
intelligence to the ability of young people to become 
tolerant, respectful and inclusive members of society.  
 
Overall, the MEC project has the capacity to stimulate 
thinking and discussion about identity and belonging, to 
challenge misconceptions related to different cultures and 
to illustrate the power of Youth Voice to change 
community attitudes. 
 

 

VASP Forum March 11th 
The forum was our first event with participants undertaking 
óhands onô activities and discussions that made explicit the 
values that foster an inclusive and connected community.    
 
Feedback from this event will assist us to build a strong 
project based on óYouth Voiceô.  
 
Participants highlighted common behaviours that foster a 
connected and included community.  
The most common included: 

¶ Communicating - listening to others  

¶ Showing empathy and tolerance 

¶ Acceptance, appreciation and understanding of others 

¶ Encouraging each other and pulling together 

¶ Being friendly and getting to know other people 

¶ Helping and caring about other people 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the MEC VASP team, I would like to thank the 
following groups of people for their enthusiasm and active 
participation at this event.  
 

¶ MEC students, parents and teachers 

¶ Second Strike ï forum facilitators 

¶ Victoria Police 

¶ Maroondah Youth Services 

¶ Foundation House 

¶ Monash University 

¶ Curriculum Corporation 
 

Lyn McGoldrick - MEC Lead Learner  

Maroondah Education Coalition 
Newsletter Article No. 3 March 2009 
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